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Promoting Christian Knowledge, to distribute theological tracts,
to send forth missionaries, to turn out Nollekens for being a
Catholic, Bacon for being a methodist, and Flaxman for being
a Swedenborgian. For the effect of such folly would be that
we should have the worst possible Academy of Arts, and the
worst possible Society for the Promotion of Christian Know-
ledge. The community, it is plain, would be thrown into
universal confusion, if it were supposed to be the duty of every
association which is formed for one good object to promote
every other good object.

As to some of the ends of civil government, all people are
agreed. That it is designed to protect our persons and our
property; that it is designed to compel us to satisfy our
wants, not by rapine, but by industry; that it is designed
to compel us to decide our differences, not by the strong hand,
but by arbitration ; that it is designed to direct our whole
force, as that of one man, against any other society which
may offer us injury; these are propositions which will hardly
be disputed.

Now these are matters in which man, without any refer-
ence to any higher being, or to any future state, is very deeply
interested. Every human being, be he idolater, Mahometan,
Jew, Papist, Socinian, Deist, or Atheist, naturally loves life,
shrinks from para, desires comforts which can be enjoyed only
in communities where property is secure. To be murdered,
to be tortured, to be robbed, to be sold into slavery, these
are evidently evils from which men of every religion, and men
of no religion, wish to be protected; and therefore it will
hardly be disputed that men of every religion, and of no religion,
have thus far a common interest in being well governed.

But the hopes and fears of man are not limited to this short
life and to this visible world. He finds himself surrounded
by the signs of a power and wisdom higher than his own ; and,
in all ages and nations, men of all orders of intellect, from
Bacon and Newton, down to the rudest tribes of cannibals,
have believed in the existence of some superior mind. Thus
far the voice of mankind is almost unanimous. But whether
there be one God, or many, what may be God's natural and
what His mortal attributes, in what relation His creatures
stand to Him, whether He have ever disclosed Himself to us
by any other revelation than that which is written in all the